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PARIS, Dec. 14 — Fourteen 
of the 15 members of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, 
meeting without France, decided 
today to set up a permanent 
nuclear plannmg group of four 
permanent and three rotating 
members to determine Western 
nuclear strategy. 

The United States, Britain, 
West Germany and Italy were 
understood to be the permanent 
members. The first three rotat- 
ing members, to be replaced af- 
ter 18 months, are likely to be 
Canada, Turkey and The Neth- 
erlands, but ho final decision 
was announced. 

The delay was understood to 
stem from intense rivalry be- 
tween some of the smaller na- 
tions, notably Turkey and thel 
Netherlands, that insisted on' 
being included in the group. 
Supervisory Group Panned 
The number of rotating mem- 
bers was originally set at two. 
It was increased to three after 
it became clear that none of the 
candidates would withdraw. 

The seven-nation planning 
group will operate under the 
supervision of a larger body to 
which all the members of the ' 
alliance will belong except 
France, Iceland, Luxembourg 
and probably Norway. 

An American spokesman, 
pleased with the creation of a 
permanent machinery, said it 
marked the beginning of the 
“most important, most intimate 
consultation” on nuclear strate- 
gy and nuclear weapons ever 
undertaken on an international 
basis. 

Secretary of State Dean Rusk 
and Defense Secretary Robert 
McNamara participated in to- 
day’s meeting. 

In the afternoon, President de 
Gaulle received Mr. Rusk and 
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Ambassador Charles E. Bohlen 
at the Elysee Palace for talks 
that lasted nearly an hour. 

The Secretary said later that 
there had been a general ex- 
change of views on the inter- 
national situation. He said that 
Vietnam was discussed but not 
the possibility of a meeting 
between Presidents Johnson and 
de Gaulle. 

General de Gaulle and Mr. 
Rusk are understood to have 
made no attempt to revive the 
hopelessly deadlocked negotia- 
tions on the possible use of 
American military bases in 
France in the case of war. This, 
apart from Vietnam, is the most 
Important point of friction be- 
tween the two countries. 

American military bases here 
are being liquidated at President 
de Gaulle 8 request. But origi- 
nally there had been hope that 
they could be reactivated in the 
case of a war. 

The French now insist that 
this could be done only in a 
war in which France had actual- 

a Y dGClded to fi ght on the 
American side,, leaving open the 
possibility that the United 
btates might be involved in war 
and France might not. 

/ Bran dt Addresses Europeans 
British and American of« 
ficials attending the NATO 
meeting took divergent views 
on the larger meaning of the 
creation of a nuclear consulta- 
tion machinery in the alliance. 

In the British view, today’s 
action permanently killed all 
plans for the formation of a 
multination nuclear force in 
which West Germany would get 
access to nuclear weapons as 
distinct from access to consul 
tation on nuclear strategy. 

American officials, on the 
other hand, maintained that 
such a solution was not pre- 
empted by today’s action. 

However, the new West Ger- 
man Government of Chancellor 
Kurt Georg Kiesinger, in its 
policy statement yesterday, had 
declared that it did not aim 
at the "physical possession” of 
nuclear weapons. 

Willy Brandt, the new German 
Foreign Minister, spoke solemn- 
ly here today about his Govern- 
j menfs desire to make a genuine 
(contribution to world peace by 


increasing its contacts with its 
Eastern neighbors. 

Mr. Brandt addressed the As- 
sembly of the Western European 
Union, an organization of rep- 
resentatives of the Parliaments 
of Britain and the Common 
Market countries — France 
West Gennany, Italy, Belgium! 
the Netherlands and Luxem- 
bourg. His speech, which did not 
go beyond yesterday’s Govern- 
ment statement, appeared to 
make a deep impression on his 
listeners. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. Brandt 
delivered a speech that did not 
have the same emphasis on 
detente’ with the East. He 
was talking to the NATO min- 
isters at a closed session de- 
voted to a discussion of the na- 
ture of the Communist threat. 

He w as quoted as having said 
that- Communist aggression was 
improbable but not out of the 
realm of the possible. It is not 
impossible, he was said to have 
added, that the Soviet leaders 


in a crisis would take armed 
action if they misjudged the 
cohesion of the alliance. His 
speech was reminiscent of state- 
ments of Gerhard Schroder, his 
Predecessor and at present De 
fense Minister. 

Sources close to the West 
German delegation explained 
that the earlier speech had been 
prepared by officials who were 
holdovers from the previous Ad- 
ministration and that Mr. 
Brandt had seen the text too 
late to make revisions. 

Secretary Rusk, in his contri- 
bution to the discussion on the 
nature of the Communist threat, 
was reported to have cautioned 
the allies against assuming a 
-undamental change in Soviet 
policy and against letting their 
guard down. 

By contrast, Denis Healy, the 
British Minister of Defense, was 
reported to have been one of 
the leading exponents of the 
view that the current improve- 
ment in East-West relations was 
fundamental and lasting. 






